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persons, including 8,019 in cantonments; but its commercial importance is far greater than this total would seem to imply. SHIKARPUR, still a depot of transit trade with the Bolan Pass and Khorasan, had, in 1901, 49,491; HYDERABAD CITY, the Talpur capital, 69,378, including 4,588 in cantonments. The other chief towns and places of interest include ALOR, the capital of Sind under its Hindu Rajas ; BRAHMAN-ABAD> a mass of extensive ruins of very great antiquity near Shahdadpur; the fortified island of BUKKUR in the Indus; KETI, the port on the principal mouth of the Indus (2,727); KHAIRPUR, the capital of the State of the same name; KOTRI, the station on the North-Western Railway opposite Hyderabad city (7,617); LARKANA, the head-quarters of the newly formed District of that name (14,543); ROHRI (9,537); SEHWAN (5,244); the deserted port of SHAHBANDAR; SUKKUR, the great inland port of the Indus, and point of departure for the line of rail to Quetta (31,316); TATTA, the old emporium on the sea-board (10,783); JACOBABAD, the military station of the Frontier District (10,787, including 3,107 in cantonments); UMARKOT (4,924), Akbar's birthplace; MIRPUR KHAS (2,787), a rising town in the Jamrao tract; and TANDO. ADAM (8,664), an important trading centre in Hyderabad.
Sind is very sparsely populated even at the present day. No statistics are available as to the number of inhabitants under its native rulers, though a probable conjecture sets it down in the early part of the nineteenth century at not more than 1,000,000, or only about 16 persons per square mile. A Census taken in 1856, exclusive of the Khairpur State, returned the population at 1,772,367. A more accurate enumeration undertaken in 1872 gave the total, again excluding the Khairpur State, at 2,206,565, thus showing a gain of 434,198 persons, or 26 per cent., in the fifteen years. The Census of 1881 disclosed a total population in British Districts of 2,417,057, which had increased to 2,875,100 in 1891. In 1901 the population was 12 per cent, greater than at the previous Census, a striking increase of over 1,000,000 having taken place in thirty years.
The main feature of this increase, which is found in every District of the province, seems to be the influx of foreigners, chiefly from the adjacent territories and the Punjab. In Karachi, as in the city of Bombay and other large seaports, the indigenous population is in the minority. Much of the increase in the more rural parts of the province may be attributed to the general development of the people, under the influence of prosperous harvests and improved means of access to markets. The rate of increase in the towns has been generally higher than in the surrounding country. Karachi owes its prosperity to the development of its sea trade, and to the opening of direct railway communication with Upper India and the western frontier. The